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VIEWS FROM THE WEST

TWO SWISS ARTISTS PREPARE FOR A SHOW IN ABU DHABI. MUHAMMAD YUSUF HAS THE DETAILS

he indefatigable Kurt
Blum, General Manager
of Swiss Art Gate UAE
and an alpine force for
bridgingi the cultures of

Switzerland and the

Emirates, is currently

engaged in hosting the
14th edition of Crossroads, which
is a series of art exhibitions at
Yas Viceroy, Abu Dhabi.

This time, the show is titled
‘Softness versus Dynamism’. It
shows artworks by two Swiss
artists, namely, Daniela Vincenz
and Suzanne Ledergerber. It
ni:ens onNov.10and runstill Jan.
1

Theexhibition will have recent
artworks from the two artists,

* What sparked
DV: I have had

me;
nected wi

“You create large portraits. Can you tell us more about how you

»

who are professionals. Vincenz
is also a recognised goldsmith
in Switzerland. She has held
numerous exhibitions in her
home country and moved to
Dubainearlyeight yearsago.She
now concentrates on painting,.
Her classic design background
asajewellerhasspilled overinto
hervisualart.Itisseeninthe way
inwhich herexpanding painting
skillsisstillobsessed with explor-
ing and creating contemporary
variations of colourand shapein
soft and sensitive ways. (This
is the reason for one part of the
title of the show).
Ledergerber’s paintings are
characterised by dynamic and
bold strokes in full colour (the

reason for the other part of the
title). The source of her subjects
has been the world as she
observesit, withits tell-tale strik-
ing contrasts and wide horizons.
She plays with the fantasy ol
the observer and invites him to
take pa rtinheradventur S, expe-
riences and dreams. She offers
her world to the viewer and
welcomes him to share her love
of nature, sun, plants, the animal
world, the desert, oceans and
cities.

The exhibition, in an impact-
ful way, will show the contrast-
ing :-tj-.'lus-;nf the twoSwiss ladies,
both very strong in technical
skills. They use various tools to
achieve the final results, but

utilise different colour schemes.
Vincenz uses mixed colours in
soft shades while Ledergerber
brings on strong, bright colours
to make her statements.
Ledergerber was born in the
United States where her parents,
twinsisterand both brothers hive.,
Fate fh"lu i"'t'ahnx't'd hL'r '-.'..'ith cl
gypsy foot, and her life has been
one hecticshuttlebetween many
countries, climes and careers.
Calitornia to her offers not
only Venice Beach, butalso prox-
imity to Mexico, and the Jewrt
area on the way to Las Vegas -
all contrasts between city, coun-
try, u:nnz.:,ﬂ:—itinn and wide open
spaces. These factorshaveintlu-
enced her paintings. Inheryouth,

TWO FOR TIME OUT

DANIELA VINGENZ AND SUZAN
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Daniela Vincenz

our interest in art?
e urge to create all my life. To express myself in
sculpting and painting has been a very strong feeling inside

have E_:‘acticed them since [ was very young. Everything con-
art was fascinating and inspired me.

L

Su:unﬁu Ledergerber

she was lucky enough to spend
time in the USA, Germany and
Switzerland. '

St Gallen, Switzerland,
became home to her family.
Ledergerber chose her profession
as textile designer. She complet-
ed her academic training in the
city of St Gallen, whichisthehhub
of the Swiss textile industry.
After completion of her stud-
ies, she found her way to Africa.
Living in the middle of the bush
was challenging. The ability for
self-organisation and improvi-
sation, including encounters with
native animals she would rather
not have met, made her realise
that life, like art, too had much
diversity.

NE LEDERGERBER SPEAK ABOUT THEIR LIFE IN ART
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* Whatsparked yourinterestin art? Whatis the reason which makes

you express yourself in art?

SL: As a textile designer and a traveller around the world see-
ing and experiencing the beauty of culture, nature and colours
makes me express my impressions on canvas.

* Can you tell us something about how you are preparing for

select your portraits?

DV: There is nothing more inspiring as living in the UAE! The

multi-culture and variety of faces is amazing and has given
me the input for my recent work i.e. “global faces”. My por-

your upcoming exhibition?

SL: The first time I visited the UAE, I noticed all the sand and
pale colours. My first thought was to put bright colours
into this country, like the ones you find in the ocean around

traits is like a fraction of a second, a blink of an eye, an anony-
mous face in the crowd. Catching the expression of the moment
and the attempt to fix it on canvas according to my own inter-
pretation gives me satisfaction.

a reef, for example.

* You are a mother and a professional painter. How do you
manage to do this?

SL: It’s all about organisation!

* You work as a goldsmith in Switzerland and as a Fainter in the
UAE. How doyou manageboth occupations? Whichis more close
to you?

DV: Afterliving in the UAE since seven-and-a-half years, [have found
away of working in two fantasticlocations. The contrast between
the two countries gives me a lot of energy. In Switzerland, |
like to work in my profession as a goldsmith, combining design
with handcrafted tlgree-dimunﬁi{mal jewellery in precious mate-
rials. Back in Dubai, I can “go wild” and spread colour on huge
canvasses. [feelve fpriviﬁjegedbeingabletmdubuthandenju}r—
ing art in small and large dimensions!

* What brings out the best in you?

SL:1get my inspiration from all the interesting, special and beau-
tiful subjects in life which cross my eves. After that, I let
my imagination do all the work. It guides the brush and choos-
es the colours for me.

* If you weren’t an artist, what would vou be and why?
SL: Probably a pastry cook! Then I could decorate all the dif-
ferent pastries all day long!

* What is the biggest motivating factor in vour life today and
why? ' '

SL: My kids and my family are my biggest motivating factor,
because we share a lot of exciting, funny, sad, happy and
lovable moments together. That is what keeps me going.

*Can you compare European Art to the art of the Arabian Peninsula?
What are the similarities - if any - and what are the differences?
Are there any unbridgeable differences? | '

DV: Every artist, anywhere in the world, tries to express himself
in a unique and individual way and this is certainly influenced
by where he comes from. The personal story and political back-

* Anything else vou would like to add?
ground also play an important role in most of the artists” works.

SL: My motifs are real, they are part of my life. [ photographed
many of them on trips, and there’s a story behind each
one. I try to take up t{*uit: story on the canvas. Abstract and
figurative painting come together, they become one.

Using the acrylics ttﬁmiquu. o1l pens, cottee and filler, I start
with a sketchy draft. It Hlnwry builds up, changing con-
stantly. The moment of feeling that the work is done, is a
double realisation: The end and the beginning of something
new.

* Your comments on the UAE art scene. 2

DV: Compared to eight years ago when I arrived in the UAE, a lot
has changed. The UAE art scene is like every other section in
this country - the achievement is great and visions turn true.
Galleries, exhibitions, artevents, theatre .... You can find every-

thing here now. To describe this in two words - young and
growing.
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